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FILE NO. sigay ORD no@*éﬁ

3 RE,
DESIGNATING THE GOLDEN ERA
BUILDING AS A LANDMARY pUR-
SUART TO ARTICLE 18 OF THE CITY
PLANNING CODE.
Be it Ordained by the People of the
C:tg and Coun% of San Francisco:
ion 1. The Board of Supervi.
S0rs _hereby ;g:ds that_t[!'bghﬁalgt%n
S A special character
| historicaf, architecturgl_
and aesthetic interast and vaive and
that its designation as a Landmark
will be in furtherance of and in con-
formance with the Qurposes of Arti-
cie 10 of the C:t‘r Planning Code and
the standards set forth therein.

. (8] Doesignation. Pursuant to Sec-
tion 1004 of the City Planning Code,
Chaopter 1I, Part {I_of the Saf Fran.
cisco Municipal Code, the Golden
Era Building is hereby designated as
a Landmark, this desigration lja\rm%

‘dulg approved by resciution of
the City Planning Commis ion.

(o} Location and Boundaries. Pur-
suant to Section 1004 of the O

he San Francisco Municipal Code, a
landmark site is hereby designated
for the said Landmark, located and
bounded as follows:

Beginning at 2 point on the easter-

Assessor's Blog . .

c} Justification.” The special char-
acler and special historical, architec.
tural  and aesthetic  interest . and
value of the said Landmark  justi-
fying its designation are as follows:

Built circa 1852, on foundations of
a poor building of 1849.1351, This
building houseog the Goiden Era, an
ear{x)htgranr weekly which pubiished
Calitornia authors, l::g Mark Twain
per ?5” TS po }L’.‘ncfiay et?e‘?f i i

r stories were 3 2ll. an
gehousad Lafayette

s I 3y Guard, an
early militia ¢ ¥- pear-
ance Is almost uhchanged from the

{d) Features. The said Landmark
shotid be preservee generally in ajl
of its particular exterior features as
existing on the date hersef and as
described and depicted in the photo-
graphs, case report and other mate-
tial on file in the Department of City
Planning m Docket Ro, LMG8.11; the
wmary description being as fol-

5t

Two story brick, it has a cast-iron

front. with thres bays on first figor,

senparated by castiron Dilasters,

small cornice dentiliated at  first

foor ceiling Jevel. Four smalj frareow
d nd story Jevel,

supported by volutes. High parapet
wall forms a false front above sec-
ond story. in the ltakanate styfe, the
buiiding s now coverad with stucco,
i hersdy certlfy that the foresmng
ordinance was passed for wRCon
feading by the Board of Supetvisors
of the City and County of San Fran.
cisco at ity meetmlgroj Jan. 271969

ROBERT J. DOLAN, Clerk
Feb, 1, 1968— 1t er




CITY PLANIING COMMISSION

RESOLUTION 0. 6276

WHEREAS, A proposal to designate the Golden Era Building at 730-732
Montgomery Street as a Landmark pursuant to the provisions of Article 10 of the
City Planning Code was initiated by the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board
on July 24, 1968, and said Advisory Doard, aftexr due consideration, has recommended
approval of this proposal;

WHEREAS, The City Planning Commission, after due notice given, held a public
hearing on October 3, 1968, to consider the proposed designation and the report
of saild Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, The Commission believes that the proposed Landmark has a special
character and special historical, architectural and aesthetlic interest and value;
and that the proposed designation would be in furtherance of and in conformance
with the purposes and standards of the said Article 10;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, First, That the proposal to designate the
Golden Era Buflding at 730-732 Montgomery Street as a Landmatrk pursuant to Article
10 of the City Planning Code is hereby APPROVED, the location and boundaries of
the landmark site being ag follows:

Beginning at a point on the easterly line of Montgomery
Street 50 feet south of Jackson Street: thence easterly
127 feet to the westerly line of Hotaliang Place; thence
at a right angle along sald line of Hotaling Place 25
feet southerly; thence at a right angle westerly 127 feet
to the easterly line of tontgomery Street to the point of
beginning; being Lot 15 in Assessor's Block 196,

Second, That the gpeclal character and
special historical, architectural and aesthetic interest and value of the said
Landmark justifying its designation are as follows:

Built circa 1852, on ‘oundations of a prior buillding of
1849-1851, This building housed the Golden Era, an

early literary weekly which published California authors,
like Mark Twain and Bret llarte, Included in its upper
stories were Laflayette llall, and it housed the Lafayette
Guard, an early militia company. The appearance is almost
unchanged from the 1360%s,

Third, That the sald Landmark should be pre-
served generally in all of its particular exterlor features as existing on the
date hereof and as described and depicted in the photographs, case report and
other material on file in the Department of City Planning in Docket llo. LM68.11;
the summaty description being as follows:

Two story brick, it has a cast-iron front, with three
bayg on first floor, separated by cast-iron pilasters,
small cornice dentillated at first floor ceilins level,
Four small narrow windows at second story level, sur-
mounted by eyebrow pediments, supported by wolutes, High
parapet wall forms a false front sbove second story,

In the Italianate style, the building {8 now covered
with stucco,



CITY PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 6276
PAGE 2

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Commigsion hereby directs its
Secretary to transmit the proposal for designation, with a copy of this
Regolution, to the Board of Supervisors for appropriate action,

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the
City Planning Commission at iis regular meeting of October 3, 1968,

Lynn E, Pio
Secretary

AYES: Commissioners Elliott, TFleishhacker, Kearney, Porter, Wight
HOES: Commissioners Brinton, ilewman
ABSENT: HNone

PASSED: October 3, 19060



Final Case Report for Hearing of July 10, 1968 Li68.11
LANDMARBIS PRLSERVATIOH ADVISORY BCARD GOLDBN ERA BUILDIRG

OWHeR:

LOCATION AKD
BOUKDAR Ik

HISTORY :

ARCHITECTURAL
DESCRIPTION

SURRQUNDING LAHD
USES AWD ZOWING

Pierino Gavello et Ux; and Clotilde Persasso

730~32 ilontgomery Street; east line of lontgomery Street,
50 feet scuth of Jackson Street. Lot ig 25 feet wide,
127 feet deep, being lot 15 in Assessor's Block 196.

Sources indicate that this building was constructed in 1852
on the foundations of ar 1849 structure destroyed in the
fires of 1851, Howvever, caste iron pllasters in the rear
on Hotaling Place bear the date 1857 while those on the
Hontgomery Street facade are dated 1892, The former could
be the date constructed although it would seem likely that
caste iron fecades were added at these times. Thet the
1892 addition did little to change the appearance of the
building of today can be seen in photographs of the 1860's,

The building housed the Golden Era (1852-56), an early nevs-
paper and the first of the literary papers that were later
recorded in Franklin Walker's San Francisce's Literary
Frontier. ilere, too, Bret ilaerte worked as a type-setter and
authored his first poem which was published early in 1857.
During the 1860's, the building was used as an appliance
{stoves and pipes) store, a crockery shop, and in 1862,
billiard table maker lienry ichert had his shop here. In

a leter era, the building housed a Chinese broom factory.

Before the 13880's, the upper floor had been converted into
& meeting area known as Lafayette Hall, and the Lafayette
Guerd, a militia cowmpany, had its armory here. This con-
version may have teken place as early as 1869 when the
British Benevolent Society had its offices and rooms here.
The Uons of Tewperance also met here at one time.

Today the building, sharing in the revival of Jackson Square,
houses the offices of Knoll Associates, architect Lrnest
Born and industrial designer, Squire Knowles.

Red brick now covered vith stucco and two stories in height,
the building has three sets of windows on the ground floor
which is quite a bit higher than those of neighboring build-
ings. lere, cast iron pillars separate the windows and
doorway. There is a small cornice, supported by dentils just
above. The four second floor windows are tall and narrow
vith projecting sills and eyebrow pediments which are sup-
ported by volutes. Above is a high paraspet wall, forming

a felse front, with a very small cornice below which there
are modillions; frieze ornamentation here is also notable,
iow in the Italianate style of architecture, it was formerly
exposed brick, presumably in the Federal style.

Generally commercial; private club occupies newly-constructed
building to the Horth; lawv snd other offices to the south
including an antique shop; interior decorators across
ltotaling Place to the east; bank across street to west.
Zoning is mow C-2, part of the Washington-Broadway Special
Use District,



